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Wales lies in the South-West of Great Britain. The capital of Wales is 

Cardiff which is one of the most important ports in United Kingdom. It 

has an area of 140 km2. The Welsh landscape is montainous and full of 

colours; there is also a very pictoresque coastline. An important part 

of Welsh cultural identity is Welsh language which is one of Europe's 

oldest languages and it's used by around 19% of the population, most 

of whom live in the North West of the country. Many of the road signs 

in Wales are bilingual, in both English and Welsh. One of the main 

activities in Wales is agriculture and 80% of its lands is dedicated to 

cultivating crops and keeping livestock. The climate of Wales is 

variable from coastline to internal part of the land. Summer days are 

most enjoyable with the South West coast of Wales receiving a lot of 

sunshine every year. The average temperature in the country is about 

10 degrees Celsius.



Tourists’ 
favourite 

places

DAGHETI 

ALICE



The Conwy Castle is a fortified castle situated in Rose Hill street 

along the River Conwy. It was built between 1283 nd 1827 for King 

Edward I. It’s 1,273 meters long and it has 8 principal towers. This 

was supposed to be a military residence for the soldiers when they 

weren’t in war, but because of the time and the position, it soon 

became impossible for the soldiers to stay there. In 1346, the 

castle was bought and fixed by Edward of Woodstock. In 1646 

Conwy Castle was occupied by Oliver Cromwell’s troops during 

the Civil War.

The National Museum of Wales is a museum in Cardiff. The 

architects started the construction in 1912, but because of WWI, 

the attraction was closed to the public till 1927. It is probably the 

most important museum in Wales; this museum contains 

collection of archeology, botany, figurative and applied art, 

geology and zoology.



Castell Henllys is an archaeological site in Wales. It is basically a 

reconstruction of an Iron Age village. Tourists like it very much 

because - they say - it is like being primitive men. The reconstruction 

was done very well and it almost like a real village. This was the original 

appearance of the site according to Historic UK:

“ To the north of the site, where the entrance was, there are significant 

earthworks in the shape of several ditches and banks. Inside these 

fortifications, archaeologists have found evidence for numerous Iron 

Age roundhouses dating to between 500 and 100BC. Adjacent to the 

fort they discovered a farmstead settlement, which is believed to have 

been occupied throughout the Romano- British period.”



Cardiff Castle is a medieval manor, with influences from 
Victorian architecture, situated in the capital of Wales. 
The castle has belonged for generations to the family of 
the Marquises of Bute, very powerful in the region and 
owners of land, mines and commercial enterprises at the 
port of Cardiff. His construction was started in XI 
century. The castle was property of a lot of families and 
conquers. Of particular beauty are the central staircase, 
the library and the Arab room which hosts a ceiling 
inspired by that of Islamic mosques and which is 
considered one of the architect William Bruges’ 
masterpieces. This architect modified the castle in the 
XIX century and it is still known as the best architect in 
Wales.
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David of Menevia, known in Welsh as Dewi Saint, is the patron 

of Wales. He was born between 462 and 512. He was a Christian 

monk and Welsh bishop, revered as a Saint by both the 

Anglicanchurch and the Catholic church. He founded 

monasterties in Great Britain and Brittany, he also went on a 

pelgrimage in Rome and Jeruasalem. David's monastic rule 

required months to pull the plow themselves without the help of 

any animals, they should drink only water, eat only bread with 

salt and herbs and spend their evenings in prayer, reading and 

writing. They also couldn't own any property. David died on the 

1st March 590.
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Y Nadolig: it is the most important festival: coincides with the period of the 

winter work break: the farmers put the plow in the house under the kitchen 

table and is symbolically sparayed with beer. The ancient tradition provided 

for a mass in the very early hours of the day: it was the Plygain, which is the 

beginning of the day.

Eisteddfod: it is an ancient festival of literature, music, acting, singing and 

dancing. It takes place every year in a different city and strictly in the Welsh 

language. A national Eisteddfod Society was founded in 1860 and two 

competitions started from there: one for the “Chair” and one for the 

“Corona”.



Cymanfa Ganu: this festival takes plce in August entirely in Welsh. It is 

and event for hundreds of tents and pavilions are set up. The festival 

was born thanks to the movement for temperance, whose aim was to 

reduce widespread alcoholism: bad hygiene conditions caused a 

shortage of drinking water and therefore the population mainly drank 

beer and alcohol. The temperance movement orgainzed a procession 

in 1837 in Dowlais. This event is repeated every year.

Noson Lawen: a party born to celebrate the abundant harvest of hay 

for the winter, in order to feed horses and oxen during the winter. For 

the occasion, verses are recited with the accompaniment of the harp, 

dances are held and stories are told. The habit of acting and dancing 

has certainly characterized the long winter nights of peasant families; 

currently the festival is well organized and has its own Master of 

Ceremonies which presents participants and performances.



Nos Galan Gaeaf: the name means “the beginning of the new year” 

referring to the celtic year. During the nights the spirit are said to 

transmigrate elsewhere and therefore it's possible to see them. Along 

the slopes of the hills, before dawn, it is customary to light huge 

bonfires that should last as long as possible. Apples and potatoes are 

toasted while the farmers dance near the flames to have luck on their 

side. Each then throws his own stone in the fire which he then had to 

find the following day once the flames had gone out. If they don't found 

it, they would have been persecuted by the bad luck.


